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Sept. 17, 2020
Fort St. James Secondary School
P.O. Box 220 V0J 1P0
Telephone: 250-996-7126 Fax: 250-996-7708
Principal – Craig Houghton:  choughton@sd91.bc.ca
Vice-Principal – Shelley Leatherdale:   sleatherdale@sd91.bc.ca

DATES TO NOTE:
        				
				Sept. 18		Last day for course changes			
				Sept. 25		District Planning Day – Students do NOT attend school	
				Sept. 28		School Photos
				Oct. 12			Thanksgiving Day – Students do NOT attend school 						Oct. 14			Term 1 ends
				Oct. 15			Term 2 begins
				Oct. 15			Newsletter goes out
				Oct. 19			Photo Retakes					
								
			A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
Hello Falcon Families,[image: ]

It is so nice to have the school full of students again. The smiles and laughter coming from the students’ and staff’s faces are refreshing.  The school does look different; masks, learning cohorts, hand sanitizer, and different schedules. But at the root we are still a place where students come to learn.
Students have made me proud on how respectful they are wearing their masks, washing their hands, and staying in their learning cohorts. This behaviour keeps us all safe and will reduce the amount of time we have to follow the health and safety protocols.
The new timetable moves at a rapid pace. Students need to be in class every day or they risk falling behind very quickly and it is difficult to catch up.  If students do miss class, please contact the school and your teacher immediately.
If anyone has questions about the new timetable or our health protocols, please contact me at the school.

Mr. C. Houghton, Principal, 
FSJSS


FSJSS BELL SCHEDULE 2020-2021
                                                                                  8:47	           Warning Bell
                                                                                  8:50 – 11:29        First Period
                       11:29 - 12:32        Lunch
        12:29	           Warning Bell
 12:32 - 3:11	   Second Period







[image: ]LIBRARY
If you have any Library books from last year at home, please return them to the library ASAP.
 
COURSE WITHDRAWAL DATES
Students who wish to withdraw from a course, must withdraw by: 
 	Quarter 1: September 18, 2020			
	Quarter 2: November 24, 2020
	Quarter 3: February 5, 2021
	Quarter 4: April 22, 2021


NOON BUS
The Noon Bus to Tache & Binche will be running every day @ 11:55 am.    

[bookmark: _Hlk49851405]
SCHOOL PHOTOS[image: http://windyridgepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/retake_day.png]

SCHOOL PHOTOS WILL BE TAKEN ON MONDAY, SEPT 28TH 
RETAKES ARE SCHEDULED FOR OCT 19TH  
For best results on photo day, DO NOT WEAR GREEN 
COLORED CLOTHING, GREEN COLORED PATTERNS OR
SOLID WHITE.

FSJSS PAC 
The FSJSS PARENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE welcomes you back to a new school year.  We invite all parents/guardians to join us for our monthly meetings, which occur the third Wednesday of every month at 5:15 pm. Meetings are presently taking place virtually on TEAMS.  If you are interested in attending these meetings and/or would like to receive the minutes from our meetings please email Susan Williams at swilliams@sd91.bc.ca 
Attending PAC meetings allows you to meet other parents, ask questions regarding the school community from the Principal Craig Houghton, and communicate your praises and concerns while being involved in your child(ren)’s school community. 

NEEDED!!
Empty plastic containers with lids
250 ml and larger
(yogurt, margarine, cottage cheese, etc.)
for leftover/take home food storage.
Please bring to the school or contact
Sonya Dunn at 250.996.1696









_______________________________________

School District 91 Bussing Protocols for COVID 19

Welcome back for the new school year of 2020-21. The transportation Department has been working on some new procedures and practices for the return of all our Learners. 
Some of these new things will be: 
--Assigned seating on all buses to keep contact down to a minimum. Students will be seated in family groups or learning cohorts. 
--Grade 8 to 12 students will be required to wear masks when riding the bus. The District is providing 2 reusable masks to students which they will be responsible to keep safe and clean. Elementary students are not required to wear masks. 
--Buses will be disinfected daily by the driver after each morning and afternoon route.
 
It is vitally important that Parent/Guardians monitor their child(ren) for any COVID 19, common cold, fever, influenza, or other infectious respiratory symptoms prior to sending them out to the bus stop. 

If you have any inquiries regarding bussing please call your local bus garage: 

Fort St. James Bus Garage 250-996-7835

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
PARENTS/GUARDIANS of bus students are asked to be sure to update phone numbers in your child(ren)’s file as we use a messaging system to notify parents of bus cancellations and bus delays. 
_______________________________________


FALCON FLYER INFORMATION
If you would like a copy of the Falcon Flyer e-mailed to you directly, please e-mail bthiessen@sd91.bc.ca or you can view it on our Facebook page under Fort St. James Secondary School.

SCHOOL DISTRICT ACCOUNTING 
Cheques written to the school should be made out to "School District No. 91".


YEARBOOKS
Our 2019-20 yearbooks came during the summer.  We still have some for sale for $50.  If you would like a yearbook, please come by the office.  Thanks. 





ATHLETICS 2020/21
Coaches and athletes are really missing the fall season of play.  As we adjust to a different looking fall our coaches are still upgrading their skills and knowledge.  This year at the BC School Sports AGM they FINALLY made concussion training mandatory for all coaches, assistant coaches, and team managers.  All our coaches at FSJSS will be completing an online course and test very soon.  
There is no news on when the return to play might happen.  Keep your fingers crossed we can make something work this year.
If you have any questions regarding school sports, please contact Mr. Waddell at the high school.



[image: ]
                Girl Guides 2020 in Fort St. James
                              Stuart Lake District

This year’s guiding year looks significantly different.  There will not be weekly meetings, but monthly Sunday outdoor gatherings and activities.  There will also be opportunities to continue with badges and awards.   All events and activities will follow COVID protocols which can be found on the Girl Guides of Canada website.  
All girls ages 5 – 18 must be registered on line at www.girlguides.ca to attend.  
Our first meeting is on Sunday, October 1st at 1:00 pm.  Once your daughter is registered her leader will contact you with the information regarding our first event. 
Please contact your child’s leader or Sue Williams at 250-996-8873 williamssued@outlook.com if you have any questions.
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